HENRY   IV   OF   FRANCE
England at that time (it was towards the end of
the reign of Elizabeth) the Catholics had been
allowed to hold Portsmouth and, say, Chester,
York, Leicester and a number of other walled
towns in the kingdom.
So stood the compromise when Henry IV
in his turn was stabbed, by another half-witted
and fanatical defender of the Catholic cause who
(quite rightly) doubted the King's sincerity.
Henry IV, the first Bourbon King, died thus in
the year 1610.
France was not, at his death, a fully Catholic
country: on the contrary, it had become, through
his action, a country in which a powerful anti-
Catholic faction, counting many of the richest
families in the kingdom, was tolerated and held
important strongholds, as well as having the
right to combine and put up effective resistance
to the mass of the nation.
The ultimate result of thus establishing a
dualism of religion was a current of French
opinion which in the course of two more genera-
tions began to shift from Protestantism to a
sceptical form of anti-Catholicism. But still,
take it for all in all, the Catholic culture of France
had been saved by Henry of Bourbon's abjuration.
And that King, known to history as " Henri
Quatre" had, though not intending to do so,